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We may turn to affairs in the East first. It was under
Portuguese auspices that the route to India and the Far
East by the Cape of Good Hope had been, discovered in
1502, and during the sixteenth century Portugal had been
successful in preserving a monopoly of the Eastern trade
for her own merchants.1 But in the seventeenth century
both the Dutch and English nations determined to secure
some share in that trade. In the Far East the Dutch proved Dutch
themselves persistent and intrepid traders. The Dutch macy "in
East India Company conquered the Spice Islands fromFarEas<
the Portuguese, and established their own supremacy. The
English East India Company also endeavoured to trade in
the Far East, but the Dutch Company was wealthier and
stronger. Disputes between Dutch and English occurred,
and culminated in the massacre at Amboyna (1623), when
ten Englishmen were executed on a trumped-up charge
of conspiring with some Japanese soldiers against the
Dutch governor of that place.2 Soon after this the English
practically gave up their attempts to compete with the
Dutch for trade in the Far East, and they did not re-enter
the contest till the close of the eighteenth century.

On the mainland of India the English East India Com-
pany met with greater success.    It had to encounter the English
hostility of the Portuguese, but, despite that, it managed torfes"
to prosper*   In 1612, it established its first depot for goods, to Indi*
or " factory ", as it was called, at Surat, on the west coast
of India.3     Others followed  at Madras (1639),  Bombay
(1661), and Calcutta (1690). At the close of the seventeenth
century a rival company to the East India Company was

1 A few Englishmen did, however, succeed in reaching India in the reign of
Elizabeth. The first Englishman known to have visited India was a Jesuit,
Stephens by name, in 1579.

* No reparation was extracted from the Dutch for this flagrant injustice for
thirty-one years;   then Cromwell insisted on a large money indemnity being
paid to the English company and to the relatives of the executed men.

* Leave would not have been obtained from the native ruler for this factory
to be established but for the fact that Captain Thomas Best had won a great
reputation for the English in that same year by defeating, on four successive^
occasions, an overwhelming force of Portuguese ships.